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METROPOLITAN MARKET GARDENS — SEASONAL LABOUR 
701. Dr D.J. HONEY to the Premier: 
I refer to last night’s television news showing Western Australia’s metropolitan market gardeners ploughing 
hundreds of thousands of dollars’ worth of fresh food into the ground. What is the Premier doing right now that 
will immediately address this labour shortage crisis, given that millions of dollars of fresh fruit and vegetables are 
potentially being lost or not planted? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I saw the images, too. They are obviously very disappointing and it is very disturbing if some market gardeners 
feel that that is what they need to do in light of the employment situation. We obviously have a rapidly declining 
unemployment rate. More jobs were created last month than at any point in the history of Western Australia. Last 
month we saw very strong employment growth for our state. Some employers out there are having difficulty securing 
labour, in particular for some of these seasonal, very strenuous and difficult jobs located out in the open picking fruit 
or vegetables or lettuces, whatever it might be. I feel a great deal of empathy and sympathy for farmers in this situation. 
The only solution, in light of the fact that we cannot bring in farm labour from overseas, is for Western Australians 
to undertake that work. Then the question becomes: how do we get Western Australians to do this work? We 
obviously have a very large labour pool that is currently not at work because people are either on JobKeeper or 
JobSeeker. JobSeeker rates increased significantly over Newstart. Therefore, if a person does this work and is on 
JobSeeker or JobKeeper payments, generally their payments will be reduced by the amount that they earn. Where 
is the incentive for someone to do this work if they are going to lose every dollar they make? Clearly, there needs to 
be an exemption for people to do seasonal, agricultural work to allow them to keep their welfare and earn a bit of 
money on top if they are going to do this backbreaking work on our farming properties. That is the only solution I can 
see at this point in time. Obviously, the state government has put in place travel and accommodation allowances for 
people to go to the regions, but if someone lives in Wanneroo and it is literally a five or 10-minute drive away from 
a market garden, we are not going to provide an accommodation allowance for them to move from the Wanneroo 
town site to live in a homestead or a shed on a market garden. It really requires some support through people being 
allowed to keep their JobSeeker and earn some additional money on the top. I have raised this now with the 
commonwealth government and the Prime Minister in person on a number of occasions. As I said yesterday, I think 
that the commonwealth will take some action here. I just urge the commonwealth to act on this matter with haste. 
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